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The officia VB Sprocess —and even
civil soci ety comsu tati ons —have f ocused
t oo nuch on conput ers and I nt er net ,
i gnori ngthefact thet the nass ned ahave
fa geder atreachandporer over pegd € s
|'i ves and choi ces, says Nal aka
Gnavear dene —Panos South Asi adirector.

I'n his 1992 book, Hwt he Viér| d Vs
Qe Sr Athur CQarkedescribedahi zarre
vis nd theregr fuue TedTure isdferad
thepst d Wit dRresi dat, it herg edsit —
becasehed di't vart tog ve yp pover!

The nedi a has al ways been a
nani pu ator of pover, inbathpditicsad
conmerce. Bt it isonlyinthepast two
decades that thi s pover hes beenanpl i fi ed
by newi nf or nat i on and conmuni cat i ons
technd og es— I Csfor short. These, and
deregu aionpdiciestha opened by nany
retiod narke's, edd edahadu o tras-
retiond corporaiostohuldtruyd o
dectroncemiresthet pressheros o the
pest coul d onl y dreamabout .

Ted Tur ner and Rupert Mirdoch are
ol y the best-knom faces of thisi ndustry
thet ruswdeanddeep. Adit isnol onger
avesternnangpd y el ther: courtries|ike
I ndi a, Thai | and and Mxi co have pr oduced
thei r own nni - Mir dochs.

Theinplicatios o thishavebeensl ov
tosirkin adna surprisingy, thesei ssues
aehardydscussedinthenad aitsd f. W
inthened al ovetotunthespatligt on
eveyoed se—excat arsd ves.

Taketd evision, for exanple. Meners
across deve apl g Asi aver e euphari ¢ vien,
intheearly 19905, trams-boucary sadlite
tel evi sionended the nonopa y of dul | and
propegand sticstateomedtd evision Nt
eventhe Geat Vel | of Chinacouldstop
satellitetd evisiontransmssi ons from
36,000 ki | onet res abovethe Earth, cooed
one adverti senent for STARwh ch ushered
inthis change. (Chi na found ways of
coerd g SIAR but thet’ sanather stary.)

Suortlyaterverds, nany o aur courtries
dloedprivaesecta particpationinthe
ned a—whi chtransfornedthe ertire nass
ned al andscapei navery short tine. Mst
pertso Asianovedrap d y framen average
o 2 4td evis ancdhamd sin190toseverd
dazen by t he decade’ s end.
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Good news and bad news

Adecade on, thereis good news and bad
news. Asthe 2002 Gobal Gvil Society
Year book, pubd i shed by t he London Shod
o Ecoomcs adRliticd S ence, notedt
“Li beral i sationanddiversification,
particul arlyinAricaand Asia, have
transforned bot h print and br oadcast
nedi afromal argel y gover nnent - owned,
nonopol i stic and uncreati ve nedi a
envi ronnent to a nare dynanic, popul ar,
denocratic, creative, coomercia and
conpl ex one.”

That good nevs i s al so bad news - for
sone. Mdialiberalisationhas not been
nat ched by a carrespond ngincresseinthe
pud i c sphere- theareathat acconmackt es
and nurt ures w de-rangi ng di scussi onand
etemattesd pdicinerest.

Nvshastakenaperticu ar bestingin
thebsinesssdas o ned aemiresruna a
prafit. “Infota nnent i s aconmad ty and
tooky’ s nevg coveragerefl et s narket farces
andthedesired ned anogu storuethe
arvaes,” ssyskudaDxit, edtor of the
Nepal i Ti mes and | eadi ng medi a
comentator. “Thepudic servicerd e of
ned ai s bel ng usur ped by busi nesses f or
wonthedgfintiono nevsisverysing e
nevshestosd |, ahervseit isnat revs.”

Manvhi | e, the forner nonopa i es have
fdlenanhardtinesadoop etdyl ost thar
vay. Sate run broadcasti ng syst ens have
foundthel r aud ences mgrati ngto never
chandl s and gover et subsi di es reduced
o wthodram Srugdingtosurvive, they
have derdonedthe r eerlier remt fa pdic
inerest broedcesti g, aderetryi ngtoatdo
private conpetitorsintheir omgane. |f
they have t o reduce t ransnnssi on capeci ty
inrura areas or cut down on progrannes
on heal th, educati on, environnent or
aialtud tquics okeit.

Medi a i gnor ed by WAl S?

For nany who are poor o |ivi ng avay from
cties, thereisnmoMessinfarnation fever
progranmes onthei r concerns, and | ess
chancetonaketheir voi ces heard. Asthe
Panos I nsti tute has warned, wthout the
capacity toseek i nfornati on, todebate

channel

i ssues, adtonaketha r va ces heerd por
andrura peopl e ri sk beconing nore and
narenarg nd i zedfromtheir nati o' s ad
thever| d s econonnes. The ‘ dot comh hes
nat conetothem-adisulikd ytoarrive
antinesone ther.

The Viérl d Sunmit onthe | nf ornat i on
Soci ety (VA S provi des an i nport ant
gyotuitytorasethesecriticd issues
about North-Southandri ch-poor gapsin
nedi a owner shi p, content and access.
Ufortunatey, theofficia preparatary
processes — and even ci vil soci ety
consul tati ons —have focused t 0o noch on
conqputersand I nterngt, i gori ngthefact
thet thenass nad ahavefar grester atresch
and pover over pegd € sl ves and cha ces.

Infact, thewdd y acogted definition
o 1Cs—d soused by the Lhited Nt i ons
—coversthe convertional conmoni cati ons
t echnol ogi es of tel ephone, radi o and
tdaismasvd | ssthenever aes- prsad
conput ers, nobi | e phones, sate lite and
wrd esstechnd aj esadthelnterre.

Treredityisthet vehaefar narerad o
andtel evisionsets onthe planet than
conputers. The el ectronic nediastill
provi dethenast effective- anddftenthe
only way - that peopl e can access
infornati ontonake sensed their |ives,
l'ivel i hoods and t he chai ces they have to
nakei nthe conpl exandd aodl i sed soci ety

Trecruxd thenatter isnat technd ogy
but infornationitself - hownuch of
infanationisavalad e inwet red evat
and ti nel y nanner t o hownany peopl e at
aydventine Imersedindgtad hype
govermartd addvil sod ey partid pats
a VB Sriskmssigthiscrucid part.

They camnat affaordtodoso. The ned a
aelikdytoremintheprindpd sorced
outsideinfornationfor anaority of
hunani ty for yearstocone.

Md aared soacritica vwaythrough
wichthepegdecan inturn eqressthar
vievs and concerns i nreti andl di scussi on
and debat e. Gnsequent |y, the current
sta s adargd gchagssinthestructure
cotert, owersh pandaccesswth nthese
ndaisd eqd, if ot geder, impatace
i nany di scussi ononhowt he | nfornat i on
Scidaydfectstheng aityverld

i4d | Novener — Decenfer 2003






